Ventura County SELPA

Sample Descriptions of Academic Assessment Instruments
Woodcock Johnson Test of Academic Achievement, 3rd Edition   (WJIII)– The WJIII is a battery of achievement tests for students ages two through ninety that provides a broad measure of academic achievement in the basic skill areas of reading, mathematics, and written language.

Broad Reading - The broad reading cluster provides a comprehensive measure of reading achievement including word identification, reading speed, reading comprehension and word attack skills.
Letter/Word Identification involves reading individually presented words and letters aloud.  It demonstrates the student’s ability to decode and to identify sight words.   

Word Attack requires applying phonic and structural analysis skills in pronouncing phonically regular nonsense words. 

Reading Fluency measures the ability to quickly read and comprehend simple sentences. The student is presented with a series of simple sentences and must circle whether each sentence is true or false. The student is required to complete as many items as possible within a 3-minute time limit.
Passage Comprehension measures the student’s skill in reading a short passage and identifying a missing key word. In this modified cloze procedure, the student must exercise a variety of comprehension and vocabulary skills.
Broad Math - The broad math cluster provides a comprehensive measure of math achievement including problem solving, fluency with math facts, and calculation.

Applied Problems measures the ability to analyze and solve practical math problems and mathematical reasoning. 
Calculation measures the ability to perform mathematical calculations ranging from simple addition to calculus. 
Math Fluency requires rapid calculation of single-digit addition, subtraction, and multiplication facts.  This subtest has a 3 minute time limit.

Broad Written Language - The broad written language cluster includes a measure of spelling, a measure of writing fluency, and a measure of written expression. 

Spelling measures the ability to write correct spellings of orally presented words.
Writing Fluency measures the ability to formulate and write simple sentences quickly. This subtest has a 7-minute time limit.

Writing Samples measures the quality of meaningful written expression and ability to convey ideas.  The student is not penalized for errors in the basic mechanics of writing (spelling; punctuation).
According to the WJIII manual, percentile scores that fall between the 25th and 75th percentiles are within the average range. Scores between the 9th and 24th percentiles are in the low average range, and anything below is considered to be in the low to very low range of performance.  

Average standard scores are between 85 and 115. Scores between 80 and 89 are within the low average range, and anything below is considered to be in the low to very low range of performance. 
An RPI (Relative Proficiency Index) predicts a student's level of proficiency on tasks that typical grade-peers would perform with 90% proficiency. 

Batería III Woodcock-Muñoz®: Pruebas de Aprovechamiento – Spanish academic assessment with the same assessments as the WJIII.
Wechsler Individual Achievement Test, Third Edition  (WIAT-3)  - The WIAT-3 is an achievement test for individuals ages four through adulthood that measures skills in reading, written language, mathematics, and oral language. Composite scores are available for:
Oral Language includes listening comprehension and oral expression

Total Reading includes early reading skills, basic reading (word reading and pseudoword decoding) and  reading comprehension and oral reading fluency
Written Expression includes alphabet writing fluency, sentence combining, essay composition, and spelling
Total Mathematics includes math problem solving, and numerical operations and math fluency (measures speed of computing number facts in addition, subtraction, and multiplication)
Wide Range Achievement Test, Fourth Edition (WRAT4) - The WRAT4 is a norm-referenced test that measures the basic academic skills of word reading, sentence comprehension, spelling and math computation.  Standard scores for the WRAT4 subtests have a mean of 100 and a standard deviation of 15 for the normative groups on which they are based.  

Word Reading measures letter and word decoding through letter identification and word recognition.

Sentence Comprehension measures a student’s ability to gain meaning from words and to comprehend ideas and information contained in sentences through the use of a modified cloze technique.

Spelling measures a student's ability to encode sounds into written form through the use of a dictated spelling format containing both letters and words.

Math Computation measures a student's ability to perform basic mathematics computation through counting, identifying numbers, solving simple oral problems, and calculating written mathematics problems.

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) is used to identify students who need additional instructional support and for progress monitoring (given at the beginning, middle, and end of year).  DIBELS is comprised of the following measures: 

FSF: First Sound Fluency is a brief direct measure of a student’s fluency in identifying the initial sounds in words.

LNF: Letter Naming Fluency is a direct measure of a student’s fluency naming letters.  LNF assesses a student’s ability to recognize individual letters and say their letter names in a random order.  Students  are considered at risk for difficulty achieving early literacy benchmark goals if they perform poorly on this task.

PSF: Phoneme Segmentation Fluency is a direct measure of phonemic awareness.  The PSF measure has been found to be a good predictor of later reading achievement

NWF: Nonsense Word Fluency  assesses knowledge of basic consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) and vowel-consonant (VC) words. The words used in NWF are phonetically regular make-believe nonsense words. 

DORF: Oral Reading Fluency assesses the student's ability to accurately read passages orally as measured by the number of correct words per minute.

DAZE measures reading comprehension.  Test can be given to a whole group.  Students read a passage silently and circle a choice of three words inserted into the sentences.  It assesses the student’s ability to construct meaning from text using word recognition skills, background information and prior knowledge.

RTF: Retell Fluency provides a comprehension check for the DORF through a prompted retelling of the story.
Indicadores Dinámicos del Éxito en la Lectura (IDEL) - These one minute measures can be used to identify students learning in Spanish that need additional instructional support and for progress monitoring. The assessment is given at the beginning, middle and end of the year. IDEL is comprised of the following measures:

FNL: Fluidez en el Nombramiento de las Letras is a measure where students are asked to read upper and lower case letters in a random order. 

FSF: Fluidez en la Segmentación de Fonemas is a measure of phonological awareness. The FSF measures the student’s ability to segment one, two and three syllable words into phonemes fluently. 

FPS: Fluidez en las Palabras sin Sentido is a measure that measures letter-sound correspondence and the ability to blend letters into words. These CV and  CVCV nonsense words are given in a random order. 

FLO: Fluidez en la Lectura Oral  is a measure of accuracy and fluency with connected text. 

